Innovation Express
A Trans-European call for proposals for Technology Clusters and SMEs 
INNET 2nd Pilot Call for Proposals

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)

INNET 2nd Pilot Call for proposals
Scope of the Call

Q 1: What kind of proposals is expected?

A 1: The aim is to support proposals that facilitate trans-national cooperation between clusters and SMEs involved in such technology clusters for the preparation or execution of a trans-national collaboration strategy and action plan. Proposals aim:

· to foster innovation activities between technology clusters and between SMEs within such clusters 

· to identify, initiate, or develop trans-European cooperation

· to increase the participating clusters/SMEs’ future joint innovation support or Research Development and Innovation (RDI) activity.

Eligibility

Q 2: Who can participate in this pilot call?

A 2: Cluster governances
 (and SMEs belonging to such technology clusters) can participate in this call. The participation of at least two clusters in one proposal, one being the coordinator of the project, is obligatory and a formal eligibility criterion Eligibility to participate and to get funding may vary as it will be dependent on the rules of the relevant national/regional (N/R) funding programmes. Therefore, applicants are encouraged –in some cases requested- to check the eligibility and funding conditions with the INNET partners prior to the submission of the proposal. 
[See the list of INNET partners involved in this call for the contact names for each region or country.]
Q 3: Why should a technology cluster participate in this call?

A 3: The INNET call “Innovation Express” gives technology clusters an excellent opportunity to initiate or to establish trans-European technological cooperation with other technology clusters for the benefit of SMEs. This call gives you the chance to explore or to exploit trans-national technology and market expertise and allows you to integrate into companies’ international value chains, strategies and cluster governances. Participation will allow you to work under a well-defined framework with partners that would otherwise not be readily accessible to you. We refer to the pilot call homepage for an overview of the innovation support activities involved.

The INNET Pilot Call is very flexible and allows in most cases the funding of different activities (depending on the kind of activities supported by the involved INNET partner, see INNET matrix on participation). 

The INNET Pilot Call is a good opportunity for the INNET partners to link the technology clusters of their region with other clusters, to search partners, to inform about European innovation support mechanisms for technology clusters etc.
Q 4: Can applicants outside the INNET consortium participate?

A 4: This Call is primarily directed at those Countries/Regions that belong to the INNET project (= INNET-geography). Basically, the call does not exclude any technology cluster inside or outside Europe provided the respective innovation funding agency of their region is willing to associate with the INNET-project and pilot call. If agencies outside the INNET geography want to participate in the INNET Pilot Call, they should contact the INNET Coordination team (details at the end of this document). 
Q 5: What is the minimum size of the partnership for the proposal?

A 5:  The partnership must consist of a minimum of two partners, at least one cluster (applicant) and at least one other cluster (participant). At least the applicant cluster is supported by an INNET related funding agency. Considering that INNET proposals correspond to the European cooperation strategy of a technology cluster, it is recommended that several SMEs from such cluster are concerned and interested to participate. . 
Q 6: Is it possible to be involved in more than one proposal?

A 6: Yes, it is possible to participate in more than one proposal, provided the goal, scope and ambition of the proposal are different. If one technology cluster (i.e. the applicant) aims to set up a series of similar activities with one or more other foreign clusters, than the latter should identified as the ‘participating clusters’ in the proposal.
Application Process

Q 7: Who will apply?

A 7: Cluster governances or cluster representative organisations apply for support (see footnote 1). 

Q 8: Where can I find all the necessary forms for submitting a proposal?

A 8: The proposal templates (the Application Pack) as well as the Application Guidelines on how to submit a proposal can be downloaded from http://www.proinno-europe.eu/INNET. N/R Programme Managers will also provide relevant information through their own proper communication and promotion channels.

Q 9: Will I receive confirmation of receipt?

A 9: The applicant will receive a confirmation of receipt after the online submission process is completed. This notification will be automatically generated through the online submission system.
Q 10: Does every participant involved in one proposal have to supply a specific funding application?

A 10: If funding of all participating clusters (or SMEs) is requested, each participant or potential beneficiary of the proposal has to apply for support (funding) from their respective N/R agency or authority and, if applicable (*), submits the appropriate application for funding to the concerned INNET partner after having received a confirmation of the acceptance of the proposal 
(*) Please check with your designated regional or national funding authority.
Q 11: Is it allowed to supply a proposal in a national language?

A 11: All INNET proposal forms are prepared in English and must be completed in English and submitted via the online INNET Pilot Call submission homepage. The N/R applications for funding provided to the relevant funding agencies are completed according to the N/R programme rules. 

Q 12: What is the timing of the INNET Pilot Call? 

A12: The timescale for the INNET Call Process are given in the table below:

May 2009 
Announcement and re-launch of the INNET 2nd Pilot Call for proposals “Innovation Express” 
* * * Continuous and open submission of proposals via the online submission page * * *

Registration + submission of proposals via www.proinno-europe.eu/INNET (
)
+1 month after submitting
within one month after each submission, the INNET/European eligibility check is performed and the concerned INNET partner will send a feedback on the eligibility to the applicant(s) 


(cf. Q16 and Q17)

* * If the INNET validation turns out positive, then the evaluation procedure for funding starts according to each partner’s national/region rules * *

The maximum duration for implementation of proposals is 1 year (= 12 months).

Q 14: Can the INNET deadline to submit a proposal be extended?

A 14: Any extension of the INNET Pilot Call deadline will be communicated on the INNET call homepage. At the end of 2009, OSEO and some INNET funding partners agreed to extend the INNET 2nd Call for proposals deadline until 31ST March 2010, 17pm (CET). 
Please, contact your national or regional funding organisation (INNET contact point list) in order to check with them if you can benefit from this extended opening period.

Q 15: How can I find potential partners?

A 15: A simple support system for profiling, screening, benchmarking and match-making with other technology clusters around Europe, called the “INNET Match”, is established on the INNET homepage (www.proinno-europe.eu/INNET). http://www.vdivde-it.de/innet gives you direct access to the tool. Also, applicants should not hesitate to contact their INNET contacts for additional help with the submission or for networking possibilities with other clusters.

Evaluation

Q 16: How are proposals evaluated? 
A 16: Within one month after each confirmed submission, a European eligibility check is done by the involved INNET partner who gives feedback to the applicant. The INNET eligibility decision will be taken together with the coordinator of the INNET Pilot Call. 

N/R agencies, thereafter, start with the preparation of their own evaluation of the respective (eligible) funding applications, in close contact with the other INNET partners concerned and in the context of the N/R rules and limitations of the N/R programmes. 
Q 17: Will I get feedback on the proposal submission?

A 17: Each applicant will receive a confirmation of good receipt upon submission of the proposal via the online submission tool. This confirmation is an automatically generated message sent by e-mail. 
More feedback will be given based on the formal evaluation of the completeness of the application, the correct follow-up of the application procedure, and the general fit of the proposal with the scope of the INNET call (= European eligibility check: INNET-eligible yes or no).
 See the Pilot Call homepage for “Eligible proposals.
Results on the funding request will be communicated by a letter by the N/R agency or authority involved. See the Pilot Call homepage for the contact persons’ details of each INNET N/R agency.

Funding

Q 18: Who is funding this call? Is there a central budget for this call?

A 18: INNET funding is made based on the principles of a virtual common pot (i.e. N/R agencies earmark budgets to this programme, that together form the budget for the Pilot Call). INNET partners involved will fund the call based on their own funding rules.

Q 19: What exactly is funded?

A 19: In principle the call aims to cover costs for personnel (staff), other direct costs (like travel and subsistence), subcontracting and overhead. The level of funding and the costs covered are dependent on the scope of the proposal (kind of activities, partners involved etc.) and on the rules of the relevant N/R programmes. All usual N/R programme rules apply. Partners are recommended to discuss this with their INNET agency or authority.

Q 20: Is there bonus funding available for trans-national cooperation?

A 20: Only some N/R programmes offer a bonus for trans-national cooperation. Partners are recommended to discuss this with the involved INNET agency or authority.

Q 21: What happens if a proposal is awarded funding by their respective N/R agencies but is not approved by INNET (cf. first stage INNET eligibility check)?

A 21:  If the N/R agencies wish to fund the proposal which failed the INNET eligibility check, they may do so. However, the proposal will not be considered as INNET-accepted or validated.

Proposal Implementation

Q 22: How long does it take before the activities can actually start?

A 22: Proposals can start conform the N/R programme rules. Participants are recommended to discuss this with the appropriate funding agency.

Q 23: Is it a problem if a proposal starts before the final decision by the N/R agencies or authorities?

A 23: It is recommended that the proposal should only start as soon as possible after the funding decision is communicated to the applicant.
More information

INNET COORDINATION TEAM:
Michel Ganoote, INNET Coordinator, Isabelle Lebo

e-mail address: michel.ganoote@oseo.fr ; isabelle.lebo@oseo.fr 
OSEO - International Department
www.proinno-europe.eu/innet 







� Clusters or cluster initiatives can be represented or managed by different kind of entities: e.g. technology clusters, professional federations, (SME) associations, trade associations, (groupings of) enterprises, competence research centres or competence poles (including research organisations). Academic research groups, universities, large companies, company associations and other public organisations may also participate, according to their regional/national funding rules, as long as an SME beneficiary from an identified cluster or a cluster representative organisation is leading the proposal.


� The modalities of the application for financial support from the national or regional agency/authority/-ies involved are determined by the different national/regional support programmes. It is them who take the final funding decision according to their own programme rules.
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