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FP 7- specific programme 

« CAPACITIES »

• 1. Research Infrastructures

• 2. Research for the benefit of SMEs

• 3. Regions of Knowledge (RoK) born 
from a pilot action in 2003

• 4. Research Potential

• 5. Science in Society

• 6. Coherent Development of policies

• 7. Activities of International Cooperation



Two objectives for all European regions:

Produce research strategies 

that contribute 

to regional economic 

development

Through the cooperation regional óresearch-driven clustersô 

on specific topics 

Associated and candidate countries are also eligible

Regions of Knowledge

Strengthen their capacity for

investing in RTD and carrying

out research activities
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What is a Regional 

Research-Driven Cluster?



Strong links with governance and innovation

ü Improve links between research actors, business 

community and local authorities

ü Foster transnational / cross-border cooperation

üEnhance mutual learning and exchanges of experience  

and best practices between regional actors

Expected outcome



ü Regional economic growth and competitiveness 

through the definition of strategies integrating research

ü Response to the needs of regional business

communities

ü Mobilisation of local, national and community funds

(including SF) to implement defined regional action 

plans in support of regional economic development

ü Increase in and more effective investment in R&D

ü Inclusion of more regions into the European Research 

Area

Expected impact 
(governance and innovation again)



Main changes introduced in 

2009, kept in 2010

ÅStrategic repositioning of the targeted clusters
ïFocus on dynamic clusters, incl. cluster organisations

ïAt least three RDCs involved from 3 countries

ïFocus on a few networks: bigger budget per project (1 to 3 M ú)

ÅAlignment of thematic priorities with the Commissionôs 
ones, e.g Lead Markets Initiative

ÅMentoring as a compulsory activity 

ÅTwo-step approach : 
ïFrom analysis to JAP

ïAccompanying the implementation of the JAP

Å Internationalization activities allowed



One call, REGIONS-2010-1, targeting the transnational 

cooperation of regional research driven clusters 

- for a total of 16,95 M ú

Participants 

üConsortia of at least 3 regional research-driven clusters 

from 3 different Member States or Associated countries

ÅPossible representation by one member - under conditions

ÅCompulsory description of the full cluster

üCoordinator : either a regional authority or a fully fledged RDC 

(with legal entity)

2010 Call for proposal



ÅSupport regional economic development, including through 

supporting the emergence of the e-health lead market

ÅBy boosting the competitiveness of health-related economy

ÅSupport the innovative capacity of European health-related 

industries and businesses

ÅWhile improving the health of European citizens

ÅAnd addressing global health issues including major diseases

ÅFrom prevention to diagnosis, treatment and monitoring

ÅHealthy ageing and child care, including nutritional aspects and 

pursuit of personalized healthcare are also covered

Åwe favour innovative and cross-disciplinary approaches

Regions of knowledge

2010 thematic priorities



Transnational cooperation of RDCs

Activities
ü Analysis, development and implementation of research agendas

ü Mentoring of regions with a less developed research profile for 
capacity building (compulsory)

ü Initiatives to improve integration: definition of joint action plans, 
together with business plansïfollowing SWOT analysis and  
definition of RTD needs

ü Measures towards the implementation of the JAP

ü International cooperation activities (optional)

ü Dissemination activities

Beware: Neither the implementation of the JAP nor any research 

can be funded under Regions

REGIONS-2010-1



BUILDING SYNERGIES : 

funding and/or policies ?

Å Practical guide based on a communication on ñcompetitive European 
regions through research and innovationò (16.08.07)

Å Strong links between cohesion policy, research and innovation : 
ñearmarkingò on Lisbon priorities, M ú86 (25% SF) devoted to RTD-I (2007-
2013), cooperation between RoK and INTERREG IV C

Å Granada conference in March 2010 : how to ensure effective and efficient 
use of SF dedicated to research and innovation ? 

Å Strong connection between RoK and the EU clusters policy : RoK 
coordinators involved in the European cluster alliance and observatory

Å European clusters policy group / future Expert Group on synergies between 
FP, CIP and SF

Å Budget mid term reviewé new financial perspectives post 2013

Å Follow up to the Lisbon strategy 

Å Lisbon Treaty : new objective of territorial cohesion 





The main EU research and 
innovation sources of funding



Governance and innovation: 

lessons learnt from RoK 

ÅClusters are one way, among many others, towards 
innovation

ÅTriple helix, what about education ?

ÅRegional / international ? 

ÅExcellence / cohesion ? 

ÅToo small, too big ? The dynamic of European projects

ÅCapacities, not research : innovation is not only 
scientific, processes are as important as content  

ÅSynergies in practiceé multi-level governance

ÅWhat after 2013 ? Let us anticipate  



Governance and innovation: 

open questions 

Å What have we learnt from the EC White paper on governance ? The involvement of 
ñcivil societyò

Å Conclusions to be drawn from the European year on creativity and innovation 

Å Need for strong evaluations

Å Simplification / complexity 

Å Synergies / overlaps

Å The objectives and content of the EU policies, key challenges ahead of us / 
management and procedures  

Å Innovation in the EC : DG innovation ? Innovation in all DG ? 

Å Direct management (agencies) / shared management  

Å For a multi-level governanceé in practice ?

Å Increased role of the EP, new political cycle   

Å In the end, innovation policy is driven by persons rather than institutions



Thank you for your attention !

Exchange of views


